
 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2020 - Week 33 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest 

developments in biomedical science, policy and openness in animal 

research in Europe and around the world. 

See EARA's Coronavirus updates 

 

 

 

Zebrafish shown as 

promising model for 

studying brain disorders 
A maze experiment has shown that zebrafish 

could be a useful model for human performance 

in decision-making tasks. 

 

Researchers from the University of Portsmouth, 

UK, analysed zebrafish and human behaviour 

when navigating through a maze, looking for the 

effects of drugs and neurological conditions on 

decision-making. 

 

They found stark similarities in how some 

conditions and drugs affect decision-making in 

both zebrafish and humans. 

 

This discovery could help improve diagnosis and 

drug discovery for complex brain disorders, such 

as Alzheimer’s disease. 

 

"It is very rare to find a non-invasive, humane test 
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which can reliably improve diagnosis and be 

used to improve drug discovery using animal 

models of complex brain disorders that result in 

loss of memory and brain function,” says Matt 

Parker, co-author of the study. 
 

 

 

 

Podcast highlights role of 

animal research during 

Covid-19 
EARA board member Wendy Jarrett (pictured) 

has spoken to the Research Comms 

podcast about the importance of animals in 

research. 

 

Wendy, CEO of the UK advocacy 

group Understanding Animal Research, spoke 

about changing attitudes towards animal 

research, the myths that opponents use in 

arguments and how scientists should 

communicate with the public, such as on the 

topic of Covid-19. 

 

“It's a strange thing, that something that's been 

so devastating across the globe, has actually 

been something that has helped us in our 

communication about the need for animals in 

research,” she said. 
 

 

 

 

Key understandings in 

immune cell development 
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Researchers from EARA member Instituto 

Gulbenkian de Ciência, Portugal, have found key 

details about how our immune system develops. 

  

Using mice, the team identified a group of cells 

essential to support the development of immune 

cells known as T lymphocytes, which can cause 

blood cell cancer when they do not develop 

properly. 

  

Published in Cell Reports, the group showed that 

regulation by these support cells was crucial to 

proper development of the T lymphocyte 

population, as they adjust the speed of 

production, and replace older cells with younger 

healthy cells. 

  

The team hopes to use this knowledge to find 

better ways to prevent these cancers, and 

achieve earlier diagnosis of the disease. 
 

 

Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They 

can subscribe using this link. 
 

 

Follow the European Animal Research Association: 
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of our association.You are interested in science media. 
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