
  

 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2020 - Week 28 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest 

developments in biomedical science, policy and openness in animal 

research in Europe and around the world. 

See EARA's Coronavirus updates 

 

 

 

Ebola vaccine victory and 

Zika animal studies 

As global efforts to tackle the Covid-19 infection 

continue, two other deadly diseases, Zika and 

Ebola, are also being tackled. 

 

On 25 June, the World Health 

Organization announced that the world’s second-

deadliest Ebola outbreak had been ended. 

 

This was achieved using the first 

successful Ebola vaccine and two antibody-

based drugs, all developed with research 

including the use of animals, monkeys in 

particular. 

 

Meanwhile, at the National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID), USA, 

researchers have analysed two Zika vaccine 

candidates in monkey and mice models. 

 

These animal studies showed that the vaccines 
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could be effective, but not equally protective. 

 

Zika is particularly dangerous to pregnant women 

due to the risk of birth defects, and such studies 

with animals helps to move towards preventing 

this risk. 
 

 

 

 

Visit our virtual exhibition 

booth at FENS Forum 
EARA will be among the exhibitors at the 

online FENS Forum 2020, starting this Saturday. 

  

Visit us at the Consortium for Public Outreach 

about Animal Research booth, from 11-15 July 

and ask a question or look at videos and further 

information. 

  

EARA will also be hosting a live-

streamed Special Interest Event for delegates, on 

Tuesday, 14 July 9.30am - 10.30am, followed by 

a Q&A session with a panel of experts. 
 

 

 

 

Gut organoids of bats used 

to study Covid-19 
A simplified version of a bat gut has been 

created by scientists at the University of Hong 

Kong, China, to study coronavirus. 

 

The team developed intestinal organoids - 

miniaturised versions of the organ - based on the 

tissues of bats, that are the likely source of the 
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virus, plus similar human organoids. 

 

The findings in Nature Medicine, show the virus 

that causes Covid-19 might infect the intestinal 

tract, in addition to the respiratory system. 
 

 

 

 

 

Animal research support 

rises - US poll 

A US public opinion survey has shown an upturn 

in the number of people who believe animal 

testing is acceptable. 

 

According to the Gallup poll which looked at a 

variety of issues, 56% of the U.S. public consider 

‘medical testing on animals’ to be ‘morally 

acceptable’ as opposed to ‘morally wrong’. 

 

Last year’s polling figure of 51% was the lowest 

on record and the 2020 result is the highest since 

2015 (also 56%). 

 

The poll was conducted in May, with a random 

sample of 1,028 U.S. adults. 

AMP Executive Director Paula Clifford, said: 

"While this is certainly good news, we still have a 

long way to go when it comes to ensuring 

continued medical progress. There’s still a lot of 

work to do. But if we do it together, we can shift 

public opinion even further.”  
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Animal care course in Italy 

announced 
The University of Padova, Italy, is looking for 

applications for its bachelor degree in animal 

care. 

 

The course, taught in English, is designed to train 

future professionals in the management, health, 

and welfare of animals scientific research, nature 

conservation, recreation and education. 

 

The degree can lead on to work on wildlife 

protection as well as activities linked to managing 

care and health interventions, as instructed by 

vets, biologists, and zoologists. 
 

 

Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They 

can subscribe using this link. 
 

 

Follow the European Animal Research Association: 
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