
  

 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2020 - Week 29 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest 

developments in biomedical science, policy and openness in animal 

research in Europe and around the world. 

See EARA's Coronavirus updates 

 

 

 

 

Dog detectors sniff out 

coronavirus 

Researchers at EARA member the University of 

Helsinki, Finland, have successfully trained dogs 

to detect Covid-19 in human samples using their 

sense of smell. 

  

The university’s veterinary and human medicine 

faculties have joined forces to retrain scent 

detection dogs - used to spot diseases such as 

cancer - to detect Covid-19 positive urine 

samples, so far with high levels of success. 

  

“It was fantastic to see how fast the dogs took to 

the new smell", says research leader Anna 

Hielm-Björkman. 

  

The group will now move on to a larger trial of 

patient samples before the test is used in a 

clinical setting, with the aim to use the dogs in 

places such as care homes, community hospitals 

or airports. 
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EARA is now on Instagram 
EARA has launched an Instagram account to 

communicate about the use of animal models in 

biomedical research. 

 

Follow us on Instagram if you would like to keep 

updated on EARA activities, animal research 

case studies, facts about diseases, drugs and 

treatments using animals, and much more. 

 

EARA social media accounts also include Twitter 

accounts in 16 European countries, 

plus Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube. 
 

 

 

 

TOMORROW - EARA hosted 

event at FENS Forum 
EARA will be hosting a live-streamed Special 

Interest Event tomorrow, Tuesday, 14 July, at the 

virtual FENS Forum 2020. 

 

An expert panel, consisting of Ana Barros, EARA; 

Fiona Fox, UK Science Media Centre; Roman 

Stilling, Tierversuche Verstehen, Germany; and 

Liesbeth Aerts, Infopunt Proefdieronderzoek, 

Belgium, will discuss Improving openness in 

animal research within the European 

neuroscience community. 

 

The event (SiE10) is from 9.30am - 10.30am, 

followed by a Q&A session. Meanwhile, EARA 

will also be represented at the Consortium for 
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Public Outreach on Animal Research exhibition 

booth. 
 

 

 

 

 

Scientists repair rabbit 

wombs for successful 

pregnancies 

US scientists have repaired damaged uterus 

tissue in rabbits, resulting in successful 

pregnancies and live births. 

 

Published in Nature Biotechnology, the study 

from Wake Forest Institute for Regenerative 

Medicine, North Carolina, transplanted the 

rabbit’s own cells into the uterus (see image) to 

stimulate repair, in a technique known as 

autologous transplantation. 

 

The researchers will now conduct further pre-

clinical studies using this technique, with the aim 

of reducing the need for uterus donors and the 

risk of organ rejection. 

 

Just 70 uterine transplants have taken place 

worldwide, with transplant patients needing the 

continued use of anti-rejection drugs. 

 

“With further development, this approach may 

provide a pathway to pregnancy for women with 

an abnormal uterus,” said lead scientist Anthony 

Atala. 
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Lab model used to 

understand flatfish skin 

diseases 
Belgian researchers have developed a lab model 

of flatfish skin to understand a recent 

unexplained increase in skin ulcers. 

 

Flatfish, such as plaice, sole and turbot, are key 

species in Belgian fisheries, and cannot be sold 

for consumption with skin ulcers. 

 

The Flanders Research Institute for Agricultural 

and Fishers Research (ILVO) together with 

EARA member Ghent University, and 

the Flanders Marine Institute, developed an in 

vitro model which could be exposed to pathogens 

and environmental factors that showed no major 

differences to skin on live fish. 

 

Researcher Maaike Vercauteren, said: “The 

developed model offers opportunities for further, 

in-depth research into the causes of skin ulcers.” 
 

 

Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They 

can subscribe using this link. 
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