
 

 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2021 - Week 16 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest 

developments in biomedical science, policy and openness in animal research in 

Europe and around the world. 

See EARA's Coronavirus updates 

 

 

 

 

EARA launches 

#LetsTalkSciComm 
EARA has launched a new Instagram video 

initiative #LetsTalkSciComm, to give tips on how 

to engage in science communication and 

approach animal research. 

  

In the first video, Dr Ben Rein of Stanford 

University, USA, tells us how he uses his TikTok 

channel to share insights into his life as a 

neuroscientist with over 200,000 followers. 

  

On animal research, he encourages viewers to 

have more open conversations about their use as 

“it’s such an important topic for science 

communicators to be conveying to the 

layperson". 

  

The video was released on Biomedical Research 

Awareness Day (BRAD), organised 

by Americans for Medical Progress, which 

celebrated the essential role that animal research 

plays in providing treatments for patients. 

  
 

https://www.eara.eu/
https://www.eara.eu/about-animal-research
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yyr8gL-XqAM&ab_channel=TheEuropeanAnimalResearchAssociation
https://www.tiktok.com/@dr.brein?lang=en
https://www.bradglobal.org/
https://www.bradglobal.org/
https://www.amprogress.org/


 

 

 

New insights to better 

understand tuberculosis 

bacteria 
Scientists at Leiden University, 

Netherlands, have found a new strategy to clear 

away tuberculosis bacteria in zebrafish.   

 

The team studied the role of macrophages - the 

front line of our immune system to protect us 

from infections - in a zebrafish model for 

tuberculosis. 

 

Although macrophages can quickly detect an 

infection, in tuberculosis they can also contribute 

to the disease as some bacteria can survive in 

these cells and spread the infection. 

 

The findings, published in the journal Cell 

Reports, revealed that fish whose macrophages 

did not move as much as normal were better at 

clearing the tuberculosis bacteria and might 

indicate a new way to treat the disease. 

 

“The transparent larvae of zebrafish are very 

suitable for visualising the moving macrophages 

with a microscope,” said Annemarie 

Meijer leading author of the study. 
 

 

 

 

Response to undercover 

film at Vivotecnia 

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/news/2021/03/disrupted-movement-makes-macrophages-more-lethal-to-tuberculosis-bacteria
https://www.cell.com/cell-reports/fulltext/S2211-1247(21)00314-4?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS2211124721003144%3Fshowall%3Dtrue#%20
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/annemarie-meijer#tab-1
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/annemarie-meijer#tab-1


 

Vivotecnia's facilities, in Spain, have now been 

temporarily closed by the Madrid Competent 

Authorities, following the release of 

undercover video footage by animal 

activists (statement in Spanish). 

  

The closure will remain in place until the findings 

of an investigation are published, after a call from 

a number of scientific organisations, including 

EARA, to launch an independent investigation 

into the situation. 

  

Last week, EARA issued a 

statement condemning the clear failures in 

animal welfare training, practices and 

management, which has been widely quoted in 

the media. 

  

“We are glad to see that the Spanish authorities 

reacted quickly in response to this breach of 

animal welfare practices,” said Kirk Leech, EARA 

executive director. 
 

 

 

 

 

Award recognises science 

communicators in Portugal  
An EARA member institution in Portugal has 

been recognised for its use of clear language in 

its communication about biomedical research. 

 

Access Culture, an association that promotes 

greater participation in culture in Portugal, both 

physical, intellectual and social, awarded this 

year’s Clear Language Award to 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/08/undercover-footage-shows-gratuitous-cruelty-at-spanish-animal-testing-facility-madrid-vivotecnia?mc_cid=e286937647&mc_eid=14a81d74b2
https://twitter.com/ComunidadMadrid/status/1381207140283600898
https://eara.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f06d4e3bcff1a29b0eb102c6f&id=bf9ff8eef2&e=a284de3123
https://eara.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f06d4e3bcff1a29b0eb102c6f&id=bf9ff8eef2&e=a284de3123
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/12/animal-testing-suspended-at-spanish-lab-after-gratuitous-cruelty-footage
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/12/animal-testing-suspended-at-spanish-lab-after-gratuitous-cruelty-footage
https://accessculture-portugal.org/


the Champalimaud Foundation, Lisbon. 

 

The award was for Champalimaud’s engaging 

explanation of its research with fruit flies that has 

led to the discovery of a new phenomenon - a 

social safety cue (also available in Portuguese). 

 

They found that an individual fly was less likely to 

freeze in response to a threat if its companions 

were moving, showing that social context can 

influence behaviour. 

 

The Access Culture awards are open to different 

organisations including research institutions, 

museums, and cultural centres. 
 

 

Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They can 

subscribe using this link. 
 

 

Follow the European Animal Research Association: 
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