
 

 

 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2020 - Week 9 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest 

developments in biomedical science, policy and openness in animal research in 

Europe and around the world. 

 

 

 

 

Interview looks at science 

behind EU statistics 

Greater insight into the science behind the 

recently published EU-wide statistics on the use 

of animals in research has been given in an 

interview with EARA Board member, Dr Andreas 

Lengeling. 

 

Dr Andreas Lengeling, animal research & welfare 

officer, at the Max-Planck-Society, 

answered questions in Phys.Org on why it 

is necessary for animals to be bred but not used, 

the role of genetic alteration, and how the 

numbers of surplus animals could be reduced 

in future years. 

 

Among the ways that Dr Lengeling thinks new 

technologies could help with reducing surpluses 

are cryopreservation of embryos and in 

vitro fertilisation, while CRISPR/Cas9 technology 

(genetic editing) will allow for new genetic 

changes in animals to be achieved quicker and 

more precisely. 

https://www.eara.eu/
https://www.eara.eu/post/research-sector-welcomes-the-publication-of-eu-wide-figures-on-the-number-of-animals-used-in-science
https://phys.org/news/2020-02-officer-animal-max-planck-society.html
https://phys.org/news/2020-02-officer-animal-max-planck-society.html
https://www.mpg.de/en
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andreas_Lengeling


 

Dr Lengeling also thought that greater 

international co-operation and the exchange of 

technology could help greatly. 

 

For instance, through institutions such as the 

European Mouse Mutant Archive (EMMA), where 

genetically changed lines of mice are collected 

and archived in bio-archives through 

cryopreservation and provided to scientists, for 

research purposes, on request. 

 

The number of animals that were bred but not 

used in experiments in 2017, across the EU, was 

12,597,816. 

 

Asked about the role of animal studies in 

research generally, he said: “A lot of basic 

research is conducted at the Max Planck 

Institutes. If we want to abandon animal research 

altogether, we would automatically sacrifice 

future findings that may revolutionise our 

knowledge of basic functions of organic and 

biological systems.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Cancer organoid provides 

new detail into how cells 

communicate 
A study by researchers, in the UK and Canada, 

has revealed a new technique, using tumour 

organoids, to understand how cells communicate 

with each other within cancers. 

 

https://www.helmholtz-muenchen.de/ieg/research/international-consortia/european-mouse-mutant-archive-emma-germany/who-we-are/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2020/EN/COM-2020-15-F1-EN-MAIN-PART-1.PDF?mc_cid=917ab81850&mc_eid=0c5411a53b


The tumour organoids are made up of human 

cancer cells alongside other cells types such as 

immune cells and connecting tissue. 

 

The new technique brakes up the organoids into 

individual cells, allowing the researchers to 

simultaneously follow many key cancer signalling 

molecules in over 1 million cells within replicas of 

patients’ tumours. 

 

The study by researchers from University College 

London, The Francis Crick Institute, London, and 

the University of Toronto and published in Nature 

Methods, yielded the discovery that cancer cells 

‘rewired’ the signalling molecules so that the 

tumours could grow unchecked. 

 

Understanding the complex communication 

(signalling) between cancer cells, and other types 

of cell that make up a tumour, could reveal how 

cancer comes back after treatment and spreads 

around the body. 
 

 

 

 

 

EARA responds to MEP 

comments on research 

funding 
EARA has challenged comments made by an 

MEP, who has called for the withdrawal of 

funding from 'animal-based research'. 

 

Tilly Metz MEP, a Luxembourg member of the 

Greens/EFA group in Parliament, was 

interviewed in an article published by the 

European Science Media Hub (ESMH) reviewing 

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/
https://www.crick.ac.uk/
https://www.utoronto.ca/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41592-020-0737-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41592-020-0737-8
https://eara.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f06d4e3bcff1a29b0eb102c6f&id=52bd06c43d&e=b849a7876d


the progress and future outlook of alternative 

approaches to animal testing. 

 

Speaking about the future she said: “The Animal 

Welfare Intergroup of the European Parliament 

intends to highlight the need to incentivise 

animal-free research, and discourage investment 

in animal-based research in relevant missions 

and projects of Horizon Europe.” 

 

In its  response, published by ESMH, EARA 

recognised that incentives for alternatives could 

speed progress, but warned that “this should not 

come at the expense of existing methods, such 

as animal models, which continue to assist the 

biomedical sector achieve remarkable results in 

drug innovation and treatments.” 

 

ESMH is a project of the European Parliament’s 

Panel for the Future of Science and Technology 

(STOA). The main target of the Hub is to be a 

point of reference for journalists who seek to 

disseminate accurate and unbiased scientific 

news to Europeans. 
 

 

Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They can 

subscribe using this link. 
 

 

Follow the European Animal Research Association: 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

   

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/en/home/highlights
http://eara.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f06d4e3bcff1a29b0eb102c6f&id=ec6f39a716
http://www.twitter.com/The_EARA
http://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Animal-Research-Association/1534124336861229
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-animal-research-association/
https://www.eara.eu/
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