
 

 

 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2021 - Week 25 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest news in 

biomedical science, policy and openness on animal research.  

Help us celebrate openness on animal research: 

 

 

 

 

 

Transparency lacking in 

Alzheimer’s news stories 

Sloppy journalism is leading to a lack of 

transparency on the reporting of the use of 

animal models in Alzheimer’s research. 

  

A study by Humane Society International found 

that, if a research paper did not include the use of 

animals in the title, the animal was less likely to 

be mentioned in the media coverage, leading 

readers to think that the study was conducted in 

humans. 

  

There was also a greater chance the study would 

be covered by mainstream media sources if the 

there was no mention of an animal model in the 

title of the paper. 

https://www.eara.eu/
https://www.eara.eu/get-on-board21
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2021-06/p-rpt061121.php
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2021-06/p-rpt061121.php
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.3001260
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-9689337/Alzheimers-research-gets-attention-scientists-leave-word-mice-study-titles.html
https://www.eara.eu/get-on-board21


  

“We need to remember that most people only 

read the headlines of news stories,” said lead 

author Dr Marcia Triunfol. 

  

EARA communications manager, Bob Tolliday, 

said: “This is an interesting study, but it should 

also be the duty of communications officers and 

science journalists to read research papers 

carefully and include a mention of the animal 

models used in their press releases and media 

reports.” 

  

This month, the first new Alzheimer’s drug in 20 

years, Aducanumab, was approved for use in 

humans by the US Food and Drug 

Administration. 

  

Prof Bart De Strooper, director of the UK 

Dementia Research Institute, told the BBC the 

decision to approve aducanumab marked "a 

hugely significant milestone" in the search for 

treatments for Alzheimer's disease. 
 

 

 

 

 

Video shows research work 

of Covid-19 primate facility 

A behind-the-scenes video, at a facility in 

Louisiana, USA, has highlighted the importance 

of studies using monkeys in the fight against 

Covid-19. 

  

The video and article by Reuters, offers a 

glimpse into work at the 500-acre Tulane 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-57383763?mc_cid=2b6a94e235&mc_eid=a284de3123
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qdyg18ixC2U
https://tnprc.tulane.edu/


National Primate Research Center, which is 

home to 5,000 research primates, mostly rhesus 

macaques. 

  

The film also looks at the biomedical research 

labs and shows how monkeys have already 

provided answers about the nature of the virus 

and the study of ‘long-Covid’ symptoms. 

  

"Non-human primates are really critical for us to 

understand not only the disease and how it 

affects the organism, but also to compare 

treatments, therapies and vaccinations," said 

Tulane associate director Skip Bohm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Apply for neuroscience 

comms workshop   

Neuroscientists, with ideas for a science 

communication project about animal 

research, are being asked to apply to a virtual 

workshop,  

Participants on the two-day workshop, at the 

Federation of European Neuroscience Societies 

(FENS) Regional Meeting 2021, (25 – 27 August 

2021), will receive feedback on one of three 

project ideas - animal research for non-scientific 

audiences, online communication, or 

sci comms for younger audiences.   

Finally, six selected participants will pitch their 

project to a jury of experts and the best three will 

receive EUR 1,000 funding.  

The deadline to apply is 30 June. 
 

https://tnprc.tulane.edu/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/covid-19-takes-center-stage-us-primate-center-2021-06-10/
https://www.fens.org/news-activities/fens-and-societies-calendar/outreach-event/science-communication-workshop-at-frm-2021?tab=3
https://www.fens.org/news-activities/fens-and-societies-calendar/outreach-event/science-communication-workshop-at-frm-2021?tab=3
https://fensfrm2021.pl/
https://www.fens.org/news-activities/fens-and-societies-calendar/outreach-event/science-communication-workshop-at-frm-2021?tab=4


 

 

 

Antibody technology means 

new medicines for dogs  

Scientists at UK firm PetMedix, have created a 

system which could help make better potential 

new antibody medicines for dogs. 

  

In collaboration with the animal health branch of 

EARA member Boehringer Ingelheim, the team 

created a genetically-altered mouse (Ky9), which 

contains some dog DNA, meaning it can then 

produce antibodies specific for dogs. 

  

This is the first-ever system for producing dog 

antibodies via mice. 

 

These antibodies can then be used to find better 

candidates for drugs to treat diseases in dogs. 

  

Dr Tom Weaver, CEO of PetMedix, said the 

platform offered the chance to ‘discover 

antibodies with best-in-class potential’ and the 

company would now work on a similar system to 

produce antibodies for cats. 
 

 

Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They can 

subscribe using this link. 
 

 

Follow the European Animal Research Association: 

 

  

 

  

 

https://www.petmedix.co.uk/petmedix-announces-completion-of-the-ky9-canine-antibody-discovery-platform/
https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.co.uk/animal-health-care-customers/animal-health/boehringer-ingelheim-partners-petmedix
https://eara.us10.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f06d4e3bcff1a29b0eb102c6f&id=accf11c4e7
http://www.twitter.com/The_EARA
http://www.facebook.com/pages/European-Animal-Research-Association/1534124336861229
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