
 

 

 

 

 

EARA News Digest 2021 - Week 30 

Welcome to your Monday morning update, from EARA, on the latest news in 

biomedical science, policy and openness on animal research.  

  

 

 

 

 

New database on EU animal 

research   

The EU Commission has published its 

first database including information on projects 

using animals for scientific purposes.  

The Non-Technical Project Summaries (NTS) 

can now be filtered by categories such as 

country, title of the project, species, keyword, 

year of publication and language.   

The EU database currently includes NTS of 

projects authorised by the Member States since 1 

January 2021.   

Together with the ALURES Statistical EU 

Database (see News Digest week 23), the free-

access NTS data will provide a unique level of 

openness and transparency on animal research.  

On its website, the Commission said that these 

tools will contribute to the development of non-

animal approaches by providing better 

understanding of ‘where, how and why animals 

https://www.eara.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/alures_nts_en.htm
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/envdataportal/web/resources/alures/submission/nts/list
https://www.eara.eu/post/database-on-eu-animal-research-now-available


are still required to be used for scientific 

purposes’.  

Feedback to improve this tool is welcome by 

email - ENV-LABORATORY-

ANIMALS@ec.europa.eu.   
 

 

 

 

 

Animal-free skin 

sensitisation test receives 

approval 

The first complete skin sensitisation test, without 

using animals, has been approved for 

international use. 

  

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD), approved the 

technique developed by BASF, a German 

chemical company, in collaboration with the 

Swiss fragrance specialist Givaudan. 

  

The new method combines three tests which 

allow researchers to understand whether a new 

product will cause skin irritation, and how quickly 

the product binds to the skin, which previously 

had not been possible without animal testing. 

  

“Now we can also use alternative methods to 

answer more complex toxicological questions 

without animal testing,” said Dr Robert 

Landsiedel, Vice President of Special Toxicology 

at BASF. 
 

 

 

mailto:ENV-LABORATORY-ANIMALS@ec.europa.eu
mailto:ENV-LABORATORY-ANIMALS@ec.europa.eu
https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/non-animal-test-for-skin-sensitisation-gets-oecd-approval/4013987.article
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/guideline-no-497-defined-approaches-on-skin-sensitisation_b92879a4-en?_ga=2.122910542.411306706.1626338155-1673454449.1626338155
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/environment/guideline-no-497-defined-approaches-on-skin-sensitisation_b92879a4-en?_ga=2.122910542.411306706.1626338155-1673454449.1626338155
https://www.basf.com/global/de.html
https://www.givaudan.com/


 

 

EARA free event at 

neuroscience meeting 

EARA will hold an online science communication 

event as part of the FENS Regional Meeting next 

month. 

 

Improving Openness in Animal Research, 

supported by the Federation of European 

Neuroscience Societies (FENS) and the Society 

for Neuroscience (SfN) will be part of the event 

satellite schedule, on 24 August at 09:00 CEST. 

  

The event will focus on why scientists, 

researchers, press officers and other 

stakeholders should talk openly about animal 

research, and feature experts in research and 

communication. 

  

A panel of experts, including Kirk Leech, EARA, 

Dr Marta Kuczeriska, Mossakowski Medical 

Research Institute, Professor Krzysztof 

Wasowicz, University of Warmia and Mazury in 

Olsztyn, and Dr Paweł Boguszewski, Nencki 

Institute of Experimental Biology, will share their 

experiences and explain the importance of being 

transparent about animal research in 

neuroscience research. 

  

The FENS Regional Meeting is organised by 

the Polish Neuroscience Society and Lithuanian 

Neuroscience Association. 

  

Free registration here.  
 

 

 

https://fensfrm2021.pl/
https://www.fens.org/
https://www.sfn.org/
https://fensfrm2021.pl/en/programme/satellite-events/satellite-events-tue-aug-24
https://www.imdik.pan.pl/en/
https://www.imdik.pan.pl/en/
http://www.uwm.edu.pl/en
http://www.uwm.edu.pl/en
http://en.nencki.gov.pl/
http://en.nencki.gov.pl/
https://ptbun.org.pl/en/index/
http://www.neuromokslai.lt/en/about/
http://www.neuromokslai.lt/en/about/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/improving-openness-in-animal-research-at-the-fens-regional-meeting-2021-tickets-155808227603


 

 

Bringing back vision to 

patients with the use of 

monkeys  

Researchers from the Paris Vision Institute, 

France, have made further 

groundbreaking advances with a potential 

therapy to restore sight in humans.  

Although medical devices that stimulate the 

retina can restore some vision, patients are still 

not able to recognise faces or move 

independently. 

To gain sharper visual perception, the team 

developed an optogenetic therapy – a technique 

that involves the use of light to control brain 

cells – in monkeys.  

These results lay the groundwork for an ongoing 

clinical trial for vision restoration in human 

patients who have a genetic disorder of the 

eyes that causes a loss of vision called retinitis 

pigmentosa.  

Previously, scientists at the Institute developed a 

retinal device, which was tested in monkeys prior 

to clinical trials which are currently ongoing in 

patients affected by age-related macular 

degeneration.   

“The study in monkeys allowed the Vision 

Institute to create an effective optogenetic 

therapy that could have a positive impact in 

patients suffering from some types of blindness,” 

said Serge Picaud, Research Director at Paris 

Vision Institute.  
 

https://www.institut-vision.org/en/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s42003-020-01594-w
https://www.eara.eu/post/restoring-human-sight-thanks-to-monkeys
https://www.institut-vision.org/en/
https://www.institut-vision.org/en/


Do you have any colleagues who you think should receive this news digest? They can 

subscribe using this link. 
 

 

Follow the European Animal Research Association: 
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